
Grasses, Sedges, Rushes  Common Name 
Height  
cm / in 

Bloom 
Height 

Bloom 
Time 

Foliage 
Color/Blade 
Width 

Ideal Growing 
Conditions 

Season 

H
2
O 

Req* 
 

Roots Zone 

Panicum virgatum 
'Sunburst' 

Switch grass
80-135 
32-55"

135-160 
55-62"

August
green 
medium 

full sun 
moist fertile soil 

warm 1
sod-
forming^

3**

Pennisetum alopecuroides Fountain grass
60-100 
24-40" 

100-150 
40-60" 

Aug-Sept
green 
medium 

full sun 
moist, well drained 

soil 

warm 2 clump 5**

Pennisetum alopecuroides 'Hameln'
Dwarf fountain 
grass

50-75 
20-30" 

75-100 
30-40" 

July-Sept
green 
medium 

full sun 
moist, well-drained 
soil

warm 2 clump 4

Pennisetum orientale
Oriental fountain 

grass

40-75 

16-28" 

75-100 

30-40" 
June-Sept

green 

medium 

full sun/light shade 
moist, well drained 
soil

warm 2 clump 5**

Pennisetum orientale 'Tall Tails' 
Tall oriental 
fountain grass

100-125 
40-50" 

130-175 
55-70" 

June-Sept
green 
medium 

full sun 
moist, fertile, well 

drained soil

warm 2 clump 5

Phalaris arundinacea 'Feecey'
Feecey ribbon 

grass

60-80 

24-32"  

80-100 

32-40" 
June-July

white/green 

coarse

full sun/part shade 

moist fertile soil
cool 3

fast 

spreader
3**

Poa glauca 'Blue Hills' Blue meadow grass
20-25 

8-10"  

40-50 

15-20" 
May blue-green

full sun/part shade 

moist soil
cool 3 clump 2

Saccharum ravennae
Hardy pampas 
grass

100-150 
40-60" 

350-450 
11-15' 

Aug-Sept
green 
wide

full sun 
well-drained soil

warm 2 clump 5

Schizachyrium scoparium Little bluestem
50-100 

20-40" 

100-120 

40-48" 
Aug-Sept

green 

medium 

full sun 

well drained soil
warm 2 clump 3

Schizachyrium scoparium 'Aldous'
Aldous Little 
bluestem

60-90 
24-36" 

90-120 
36-48" 

Aug-Sept
blue/purple 
medium 

full sun 
well drained soil

warm 2 clump 3

Schizachyrium scop. 'Blaze'
Blaze little 
bluestem

50-100 
20-40" 

100-120 
40-48" 

Aug-Sept
green 
medium 

full sun 
well drained soil

warm 2 clump 3

Schizachyrium scop. 'Itasca'
Itasca little 
bluestem

40-80  
16-32" 

60-100 
24-40" 

Aug-Sept
green 
medium 

full sun 
well drained soil

warm 2 clump 3

Schizachyrium scop. 'The Blues' Blue little bluestem
50-80 
20-32" 

60-90 
24-36" 

Aug-Sept
blue 
medium 

full sun 
well drained soil

warm 2 clump 3

Scirpus atrovirens Dark green bulrush
90-120 
36-48" 

120-150 
48-60"

June-July
green 
medium 

full sun-lt shade 
moist soil 

cool 3 clump 3

Sesleria autumnalis Autumn moor grass
25-35 
10-14" 

35-50 
14-20"

July-Aug
light green 
medium 

full sun-lt shade 
moist soil 

cool 2 clump 4**

Sesleria caerulea Blue moor grass
20-25 
8-10" 

35-40 
14-16"

Mar-May
blue/green 
medium 

full sun/part shade 
moist fertile soil 

cool/semi- 
evergreen 

2 clump 4
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